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Navigating a Competitive Multipolar World: An Initial Exploration of
Trump’s Second-term Foreign Policy

ZHAO Minghao, QIU Jiachang

[ Abstract | “ America First” serves as the core logic of Trump’s second-
term foreign policy. It seeks to diminish the influence of liberal ideology,
examine the international landscape through a multipolar worldview, and
pursue the expansion of U.S. interests based on the principle of
strengthening national power. At the same time, it remains attentive to
managing great power competition. The characteristics of Trump’s second-
term foreign policy include a strong personal imprint, a top-down directive
style of decision-making, and a preference for “ grand bargain”
approaches. Trump has leveraged the so-called “ Donroe Doctrine” to
strengthen U. S. dominance over the Western Hemisphere, pressuring Latin
American nations on immigration and border issues while counterbalancing
the influence of China and other countries in the region. Regarding U. S.
alliances and partnerships, Trump has adopted a transactional approach,
compelling allies and partners to transfer benefits to the U. S. and conform
more closely to U.S. demands. Regarding China policy, the Trump
administration has pursued a dual approach of competition and conflict
management. While continuing to contain China in areas such as trade,
artificial intelligence, and critical minerals, it also sought to maintain
strategic stability in U. S. -China relations. The concepts and measures
adopted during Trump’s second term for coping with a *“ competitive
multipolar world” will exert complex influences on the evolution of the
international order and China-U. S. relations.

[ Keywords ] U.S. Foreign Policy; “ America First”; Competitive
Multipolar World; China-U. S. Relations; Great Power Competition

An Analysis of U.S. Security Policy Toward Japan Since Trump’s

Second Term

MENG Xiaoxu

[ Abstract | Since the beginning of Donald Trump’s second term, U.S.
- 128 -
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alliance policy has shown a trend of “selective strategic retrenchment” .
While placing greater overall emphasis on “America First” , the U. S. has
demonstrated a strong willingness to engage in security cooperation with
Japan, which is a result of the combined influence of both Trump’s own
policy preferences and those of his governing team. Accordingly, U.S.
policy objectives are mainly reflected in two aspects: on the one hand,
questioning the fairness of the U. S. -Japan alliance and pressing Japan to
increase its defense spending, raise the proportion of funding for U. S.
troops stationed in Japan, and assume more responsibilities within the
alliance; on the other hand, adopting an alliance management approach
within the framework of “Indo-Pacific” minilateral security arrangements
that emphasizes Japan’s enhanced security role, in order to strengthen
“U.S. -Japan Plus” security cooperation, enhance U.S.-Japan joint
deterrence, and deepen economic security and defense industry
cooperation, without placing particular emphasis on the alliance’s shared
values. The primary objectives of U. S. security policy toward Japan are to
maximize America’s security interests at minimal cost, ensure “ America
First” , serve its “Indo-Pacific” strategy, and push Japan to the forefront of
regional security to give full play to Japan’s special role in constraining
China in the Asia-Pacific. This approach has simultaneously elevated
Japan’s status within the U. S. -Japan alliance and increased its distrust of
the U.S. in security terms, while accelerating and encouraging Japan’s
pursuit of “strategic autonomy” and prompting adjustments to the U. S. -
Japan alliance. It will also trigger a new reconfiguration of the Asia-Pacific
security landscape and expose the region to new security risks. Against this
backdrop, Japan’s security policy toward China seeks a balanced approach
of “deterrence plus dialogue” , which will further complicate China-Japan
security relations.

[ Keywords ] Trump’s Second Term; U.S. -Japan Alliance; Asia-Pacific

Security ; China-Japan Relations
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